Distinctive Deacon is a specific calling and ministry in the Church of England. Deacons are deeply rooted in the church, while the focus and range of their ministry takes place outside the church in the community, and on the margins of church and society.  

A Deacon brings the needs of the world into the church and takes the love of God out into the world. Of course, Priests always remain Deacons, but Priests have other responsibilities within the church so are not as able to have this and other callings as their primary focus.

There are around 150 - 200 distinctive deacons in the Church of England. The Church of England Network of Distinctive Deacons (CENDD) is in the process of bringing together those who share this ministry and promote the diaconate as a calling in its own right.  

Deacons share in the pastoral ministry of the Church and in leading God's people in worship. They preach the word and bring the needs of the world before the Church in intercession. They accompany those searching for faith and bring them to baptism.’  

‘Deacons are called to work with the Bishop and the priests with whom they serve as heralds of Christ's kingdom. They are to proclaim the gospel in word and deed, as agents of God's purposes of love. They are to serve the community in which they are set, bringing to the Church the needs and hopes of all the people. They are to work with their fellow members in searching out the poor and weak, the sick and lonely and those who are oppressed and powerless, reaching into the forgotten corners of the world, that the love of God may be made visible.’  (from the Liturgy for the Ordination of Deacons)

Blackburn Dioceses currently have two Distinctive Deacons:  Rev Deacon Rachel Fielding is more than happy to have a conversation with those exploring God’s call on their lives. The Church of England Network of Distinctive Deacons (CENDD) brings together those who share this ministry, supports, and encourages Deacons and promotes the Diaconate as a calling in its own right. Currently the Bishop of Sheffield is their patron. Find out more at: https://cofedeacons.org/.

A Prayer of St Philip the Deacon

Living God,
We give you thanks that
You have called us from all walks of life to serve as Deacons
in our churches, our communities, and our world.
Use our hands to reach out to those on the margins.
Use our feet to walk with those who are vulnerable.
Use our ears to listen to those who feel unheard.
Use our minds to challenge that which is unjust.
Use our hearts to embrace those who are suffering.
Use our voices to speak words of hope.
Use our lives to draw others closer to you.
As we follow in the footsteps of St Philip and all who have
served you in this distinctive way,
use our ministries, to bless, to nurture, and to heal.
In Jesus name we pray,
Amen


